TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2009

Fort Bend

www.fbherald.com

Heralo

AND TEXAS COASTER
ROSENBERG-RICHMOND, TEXAS

50 CENTS

Arsonist now in adult system

BY STEPHEN PALKOT

spalkol @ fohemmid com

The tesn who set fire o Needville
High School nesrly {wo vesars ago ap-
peatred in a lelony district court Mon-
day, where supervision of his probs-
tion was iransferred from the juvenils
to the adull system.

*] think thiz experience has msds
mea mnch betier person. but it wasn't
worth hurting so many pecple and
destroying s0 much property™ said
Chris Maresh, 18, who commiited the

affense when he was 16,

Maresh appeared in court with his
mother, and he was jovial with his
juveriile probation officer and athor
court staff. He recaived 2 10-vear pro-
bation sentence on March 7, 2008 ona
charge of first-degree felony arson, He
set fire to the school on April 23: 2007,
resulting in extensive damage o its
front wing, which stood out from oth-
er high schonls for it= old-fashioned,
wooden floor and its Historic feel

Prozecutors in 907 first asked Tor

Maresh lofaee trial as an adult, and af-

ter a judee declined that request, thay
gsought & prison sentence against him.
[nstead, the judee issued a 10-year pro-
hation sentence. with'terms including
the completion of: 2,000 hours of com-
munity service work and restitution
of #2400,

Maresh has since performed <91
hours of community service work
And has paidoff $1L.40 in restituton.
Judge Jim Shoemake of the 434th
District Court praised Maresh for his
compliance with probation terms. hut
urged him 1o conlinoe followineg the

rides sel for him, even IC they sesm
anerous.

Otherwise, Shoemake eould send
Maresh to prison.

“Twant you to succeed; Tdon't want
vou o end up in prison of o waste
vour Hie he said,

Maresh has been worlong on week-
ends for a local landscaping company,
and has been mowing lawns on his
own &5 well, he Z4id, He said he will
examine the p{:ssihil‘i‘t}' of enrollingin
the MNationdl Guard and thathe wishes
to atiend collegs;



