Drug bust a record here

More than 70 suspects arrested for steroids, other substances
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A drug sting nearly three years in
the making resulted in the arrests of
more than 70 people involved in the
distribution of steroids and other
substances, local law enforcement
and federal officials said Wednesday
afternoon at a press conference at the
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds.

Tim Johnson, U.S. Attorney rep-
resenting the Southern District of
Texas, said a man who ran a busi-
ness in Sugar Land was the primary
individual at the center of the inves-
tigation. Fort Bend County Sheriff
Milton Wright said the sting was the
most significant operation initiated
and enforced by the Fort Bend Coun-
ty Narcotics Task Force and was the
largest drug enforcement operation
successfully executed in Fort Bend
County history.

Suspects. in, the. sting were pro-
cessed at the fairgrounds.

“At this date in time, we have
served 49 state warrants or indict-
ments, (and) we have served 17 federal
indictments and they are in custody,”
Wright said. “There are still some

more out. We expect this number to .

rise before the day is over. I might
also mention the investigation in this
matter is not completed.”

The sheriff’s office said in a press
release provided at the news confer-
ence that 73 people had been arrest-
ed, and that 51 defendants had been
indicted by the Fort Bend County
District Attorney’s Office and 22 de-
fendants had been indicted by the
U.S. Attorney’s Office of the South-
ern District of Texas. People affili-
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Several law enforcement agencies participated in a massive drug sting Wednesday as officers served almost 50 warrants
and arrested more than 70 suspects. Suspects were taken to the Fort Bend County Fairgrounds for processing.

ated with the operation were arrested
Wednesday in Louisiana, California,
Georgia and Indiana.

The Operaton “Farmacia de Juicy
Phruit” probe, initiated by the Fort
Bend County Narcotics Task Force
(a Houston High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area Enforcement Team and
Drug Enforcement Administration-

Houston field office effort), started
in August 2006 and people identified
in the investigation were part of an
international drug trafficking orga-
nization involved in the distribution
of “hundreds of thousands of dosage
units of anabolic steroids, human
growth hormones, MDMA (ecstasy)
and controlled pharmaceutical sub-

stances to include anabolic steroids,
HGH, Hydrocodone, Xanax and Via-
gra.” Several other agencies, who had
representatives at the press briefing,
assisted in the probe.

Wright said that during the serv-
ing of one of the warrants to a de-
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fendant’s bome, S0marijuana
plants were found and confis:
cated,

The lead defendant in the
caze iz Charles Falkenhagen,
who owned and operated Hit-
ness. Consultants in SOgar
Land, Johnson sald, Falkenhia-
e used Eltness Con=ultants
to undawlully imoort HGH from
4 Chinese company.

“Thiz was and 15 a8 loosely
Enit  -organization’  Wright
said. “They have no formal or-
panizational parts IU's one of
those things where they've got
Heir [Flends on speed disl, and
it thev need & certain produet,
ey e who o call and so
Torth.”

Wright said he appreciated

the! work of the TIRA- on the

sting and he thanked agencies
fror' their helping round np sus-
pacts Wednesday mornine,
Ihstriet Aftorney John Hea-
leat 2a3d his affice lnoks forward

to prosecufing those cases in
Fort Bend County “with great
anricipation.™

“This effort, combined ef
fort, of law enforcement agen-
cies, underscorss how impos-
tant we take this whole issue
of (distribution) of pharma-
ceuticals and profiferation of
anabolic steraids,” said Yoran
. ¥ankavich; special azent-in-
charge from the DEA office in
Houston, The local tmvestiza-
tion that started here grew into
a nationdl and iniernational
probe, with assistance foom the
Internal Bevenue Service, Food
and Drog and Administration
and olher agencies, Yankovich
zaid,

Johnson said the county is
a “gafer place today™ as an ex-
cess of S0-plust drug dealers
were taken off the strest. Ho
said a sealed indictment was
returnsd on April 30 accusing
22 peopla of 46 separate counts,
including smusgling of HGH,
money laundering end conspir

ACY and possession with intent
i distribule ecstasy, among
many charges, Falkenhagen is
named in “practically. a1 of
those 46 counts, Johnson said.

Substances ranged from steroids to
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The drugs and substances at the
center of the probe ciroulated BMONg
physical fitness  trainers in gyms
a:rnund Fori Bend and Harris coun.
tlgs, said Fort Bend County Sheriff
Milton Wright, The trainers distrih-
uted the drugs at the gym, while ofh-
ers distributed them after they were
contacted by another buyer |

“I'wo people have been charged

with evervthing from manufacture to
sell, deliver and possession,” Wright
sald, adding that “a lot of these ste-
roids were manufactured in Fort Bend
County in clandestine lahs.®

) Du;ing the investigation, authori-
tes d:sqavemd substances and chemi-
r:als‘ being imported, illagally from
fnre_lgn countries,

No connection has been made to
any professional athletes, namely
baszeball plavers, buying sterpide from
suspects, said Zoran B, Yankovich,

Drug Enforcement Administration of:
fAce in Houston. The targeted buyers
were 18 years and older, Wright said.
Some of the people arrested for pos-
5e8510n Were [Tainess of trainers, he
said. Some members of pain clinics
Were arrested, Yankovich said.
Pamkillers and male-enhancement
medications, incidentslly are sought
by stfmiﬂ users because of how they
counteract the effocts i
Wright said. B

painkillers in sting

" “We're clearly sending 4 mesgace .
our comminities that prescriptio
drug abuse and steroid ahE?; is(ﬂghr;:
an-our radar and it's a dangerpus, il-
legal practice,” Yankavich gaid.

He said he hopes people in the
community that steroid nse does not
open doors to athletic success, but
is-actually a deterrent. He said the
drug dealers arrested Wednesday are
no differant from “traditional drug
dealers” wha peddle eocaine, meth
uL'I}_aroiJl. : ;



